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Dear Sirs: 

This application is a continuation of Serial No. 10/345,531 , filed on January 16, 
2003, which is a continuation of Serial No. 09/596,074, filed on 16 June 2000, now U.S. 
Patent No. 6,547,817, which is a continuation of Serial No. 09/263,518, filed on 5 March 
1999, now U.S. Patent No. 6,086,604, which is a continuation of Serial No. 08/864,221, 
filed on 28 May 1997, now U.S. Patent No. 5,879,370, which is a continuation of Serial 
No. 08/202, 128, filed on 2 February 1994, now U.S. Patent No. 5,643,312. - 

During the prosecution of these applications, various art and other information 
were presented to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in the form of discussion in 
the Information Disclosure Statements and in the form of documents identified in Form 
PTO-1449s associated with the Information Disclosure Statements. Appended hereto 
are copies of the Information Disclosure Statements, and the accompanying Form 
PTO-1449's filed in these applications. Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .98(d), applicants have 
not resubmitted herewith a copy of each reference or document. However, applicants' 
attorney is prepared to provide the Examiner a copy of any reference or document that 
the Examiner cannot locate from the related patent application files. 

Appended hereto is a Form PTP-1 149 with the caption of this application that 
sets forth the documents identified on the previously filed Form PTO-1449s. The 



Examiner is requested to indicate the consideration of each reference or document with 
an initial in the left hand column next to each reference or document. 

Applicant's attorney is available to provide any additional information upon 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Honorable Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

This Information Disclosure Statement document is being submitted in 
connection with the Request For Continued Examination (RCE) document filed 
herewith. 

Appended hereto is a copy of a document entitled "Information From Related 
Litigation In Conformance with MPEP 2001.06(c)" and appended Form 1449, which 
document was initially filed in Serial No. 09/596,074 and subsequently filed in the 
present application. 

Certain of the previously submitted materials were indicated by the Examiner as 
not having been considered. In conferring with Examiners Ruby Jain and Marvin Lateef 
with respect to this issue, it was suggested to the undersigned attorney to file this RCE 
document in order to permit the Examiner the opportunity to consider these materials. 

Applicant assumes that the Examiner has previously considered the prosecution 
file materials of Serial No. 09/983,837, referred to in the Preliminary Amendment with 
respect to the presently pending claims. However, for the Examiner's convenience, 



U.S.S.N. 10/345,531 
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appended hereto is a copy of an Office Action directed to the presently pending claims 
from this prior application. 

Should the Examiner require any additional information, the undersigned 
attorney will immediately respond upon receipt of such request. 



Attorneys for Applicant 

Wood, Phillips, Katz, Clark & Mortimer 

Citicorp Center, Suite 3800 

500 West Madison Street 

Chicago, IL 60661-2511 

312-876-1800 

312-876-2020 Fax 
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